[image: ]


Hello:

Two years ago, the Saugeen Economic Development Corporation and five local municipalities; Brockton, Hanover, Minto, Wellington North and West Grey came together in a partnership called Saugeen Connects. The mission of our partnership is to collaborate and positively impact area economic growth, support youth retention and development, support growth and retention of businesses and to integrate our efforts to leverage immigrant attraction programs to the area as residents, workers, entrepreneurs, business owners and investors. 

As we know many business and farm owners are looking to transition their business and retire however latest statistics suggest less than 10% have succession plans. Lack of succession planning is a leading contributor to why many Main Street businesses close and from a business retention perspective an infusion of new business owners, entrepreneurs and business investment is required to sustain and stimulate business growth. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]While finding buyers for farms and businesses can be a challenge, we are working with SuccessionMatching.com, an online community of business buyers, sellers, and succession planning professionals, to try and help address this challenge. Farm and business buyers and sellers, at a cost, can create a profile which gives them access to various matching services, along with a full library of resources, and business listing options. Members control their own profile and set privacy options to allow secure and discreet site access. As Saugeen Connects is a partner with SuccessionMatching.com we can provide our regional farm and business owner’s access to this service free of charge. More details can be found at SaugeenConnects.com.

Would you be interested in learning more about Saugeen Connects and Succession Matching and how we can assist you and help your client’s successfully transition their business or farm? 
If so, please let me know and I would welcome the opportunity to come meet with you.

Sincerely,




Jamie Doherty
Business Community Counsellor
Saugeen Economic Development Corporation
519-799-5750 EXT 5
saugeenconnects@sbdc.ca
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